
About the 

Woodland 

Trust

• The Woodland Trust was established in 1972 by Kenneth Watkins

• It is now the UK’s leading woodland conservation charity

• It cares for more than 1,000 woods across the UK, covering 
20,000  hectares (50,000 acres) of land and has 300,000 
supporters 

• This includes over 80 sites in Scotland and more than 9000 
Scottish members 



About woodland

Why does 

woodland 

matter?
• Woods are invaluable for the wildlife they support, their social and 

recreational benefit to people, and for their own intrinsic beauty

• The UK is one of the least wooded places in Europe. Only 12 per 
cent of the UK is wooded, compared to an average of 44 per cent in 
other parts of Europe 

• Much of the UK’s native broadleaved woodland, particularly ancient 
woodland, has already been lost and much of what remains is under 
threat 



About woodland

What is 

ancient 

woodland?

• Ancient Woodland has been continuously wooded for many hundred 
of years and is one of the great glories of our natural heritage

• Ancient woodland is the last remaining link with the original wildwood, 
which covered the UK after the last Ice Age

• Ancient woodland now accounts for only around 2 per cent of the 
UK’s landscape



Trust objective:

Preventing further loss of 

ancient woodland

• Ancient and semi-natural woods are 
a vitally important, irreplaceable 
wildlife habitat linked to the past

• Ancient woods have been there for 
many hundreds of years and have 
evolved a complex ecosystem that 
makes them our most valuable 
wildlife habitat

• Ancient semi-natural woodland 
covers just over 1 per cent of 
Scotland’s land area 









Thank you for your time

You can find out more about the Woodland Trust by:

Visiting the Trust’s website at: www.woodlandtrust.org.uk

Signing up for the Trust’s regular e-newsletter at: 
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/getintouch

Becoming a member
Telephone free on 0800 026 9650

Or visit: www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/membership

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/getintouch
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/membership

